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Mankind through the ages has been in a ceaseless
Praclamation~

struggle to give dignity and meaning to human life, It is .|.

A piakies vann — Our pride and our progress could be ungualified if
that quest which beperates—it from th‘sr:{nim]ﬁﬂm Ao p . Gusmes i baeu a
1 | IRt N w the story might end here. But history reveals that tHesew
C bidlogical’ functions and anatamical Pedtuhés/resgmple’ agpects 2 pheauie whin Meae Soe dnumnda on cowtovud @ Cu 2y s kand vl kaa
| déculent h.to"live\ Lived, OL apormy, contfadlctions,  to
| of/the human specie. S- MBW Mo badie prindple e s bell, deeumuids, O ﬂuﬁn head
— e o both ghgerved and, iglated through\eocial Apheavals-
S"&{t A If our nation had done nothing more in its whole Ao oo Fadly ‘pradiad Ao cutiluats #f e PRt G
S gpirdtual disasters.

history than to create just two documents, 1ts contribution
If we look at our history with honesty and clarity
to civilization would be imperishable, The first of these —
we will be forced to admit that our Federal form of government
documents 1s the Declaration of Independence and the other

*m‘\p} . has been, from the day of its birth, weakened in its integrity,
ia that which we are here today to honorn the Emancipation

! confused and confounded in its direction, by the unresolved

! race question.~ It #/aé Aflalfo\Ecl axdsdanids, g
f L taken. duNING\pregnaIRy~canagd_the-Dinth of @\ cFippled-mattor,

| We seldom take note or glve adequate significance to the

Proclamation, All tyrants, past, present and future, are
powerless to bury the truths in ‘these declarations, no matter
how extensive their legions, how vast their power and how
malignant their evil,

fact that Thomas Jefferson'!s text of the Declaration of
The Declaration of Independence proclaimed to a world,

Independence was revised by the Continental Congress to
organized politically and spiritually around the concept of the

inequality of man, that the m &1gn1ty of human
personality were inherent in man as a llving bein@m,
hiinelT; leoda ot Créats | ol Sotlety Wilch conld YascUTIAt™
1 verated Pocedar\ fyar fahs The Fmancipation Proclamation was

T waa o constnuvhue Uas e'ﬁ\ o \"\"u southerm representatives, Jefferson knew that such compromises
the offspring of the Declaration of Independencg;;)umgrﬁae

eliminate a justifiable attack on King George for encouraging

slave trade,s, MMH 1e-southern-

— - with prineciple struck at the heart of the nation's security
Torves of law to uproot a social orde® which sought to

separate liberty from a segment-.of humanity. Ww

of équalaty Lon it \the narlof Wal, fotnded lidd k3. fe

and integrity. In 1820, 6 years before his death, he wrote

these melancholywords,
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"But this momentous question (slavery), like a
fire bell in the right awakened we and filled me
with terror. I con. idered it at once as the
knell of the Union. I regret that I am now to
die in the belief that the useless sacrifice of
themselves by the generation of 1776 to acquire
self-government and happiness to their country
is to be thrown away, and my only conscolation 1a
to be that I live not to weep over it."

<___Our-nation has experienced a ceaseless rebellion -

against the Declaration of Independence, the Constity#ion,
the Emancipation Proclamation and the Supreme C by one
region. In the Revolutionary War powerful s e elements in
the south fought with the British. The dgfelopment of the
nation to the west was complicated an indered by the slave
power, and only the holocaust of w settled the direction
and character of our growth. the rebellion against
equality continued into the gé€cond half of the 19th century
and into the 20th centuryy/ diminishing the authority of the
Federal government andfcorroding its authority. It has
contaminated every stitution in our aociety€§ﬁ¢ﬁte¥ybyear

of\aur /e /' 88212 foday that single region of our

countr%r:'jﬁol a veto power over the majority of the nation,
nullifyi basic constlitutional rights, and in the exercise

of itgfillegal conduct, retarding our growth. The south

in yfalling 1tself off from the application of laws and
_dicial decrees behind an iron curtain of deflance, becomes a

aw unto itself. It is an autonomous region whose posture

T

toward tHe CeRtral government has elements as deriafit

as a hostile nation, Eniyuwpdeye}opm/wni :

Hatdons~of the Mobld torérate reglans which ghe sim{ e, ~dn
WiLoh /Lehdal Aubacnatsor military governons have’ Supreis
over _theEederal power\ It-4s a-conditie oW ~£07 60
todustrinl-sectebies except for our-omm rieis-the source
3£ the scornexprogsedty Af nd-Asi hen

e e m eftmert wh SUP 0 Ig 5
{rleringdetoct of soveTeignty

\The unresolved race questiof is a pathological
infection in our social and polifical anatomy, which has RAA
sickened us throughout our his ory.‘m-'-d » MMH“‘ 3

How has our social he&lth been injured by this condition?
The legacy is the impairm:’t of the lives of nearly 20,000,000
of our citizens, Basedfsolely on their color, they have been
comdemned .to a sub-existence, never sharing the fruilts of
progress equally. he average income of Negroes 1is approx-
imately $3300 pey family annually against $5800 for white
citizens. Thij differential tells only part of the story
howevexs) tfagld\ though g A Standing b it3e1T. The more
terrible agpect is found in the inner structure and quality

'

of the Nfgro community. It is a community artifidally but
effectively separated from the dominant culture of our
socfety. It has a pathetically small, grotesquely distorted,

middle class, There are virtually no Negro bankers, no

ol
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industrialists, orthy o

name of businesses,

worl, if the wages are miserable, if thg filth is revolting,
the job belongs to the Negro. :
Every Negro linows these tru 5 and his personality
is corroded by a sense of 1nreri: ity, generated by this
degraded status. Negroes, nor f and south, still live in
segregation, housed in slumifieat in segregation, pray in
segregation and die in segfegation. The life experience of
the Negro in 1ntegratio;:remaina an exception even in the north.
The impositlol _;f inferiority externally and internally
are the slave chai_:ﬁor today. What the Emancipation Proclama=-
tion proscribed i a legal and formal sense has never been
eliminated in hhiman terms. By burning in the consciousness
of white Ameglcans a conviction that Negroes are by nature
subnormal,_f.ch of the myth was absorbed by the Negro himself,
stultify 1é his energy, his ambition and his self-respect.
The Pro*.amation of Inferiority has contended with the
Procl'::tion of Emancipation, negating its liberating force.
Inf ;1ority has justified the low living standards of the
Negro, sanctioned his separation from the majority culture,

and enslaved him physically and psycholegically. Inferioritv

as a
chains; it is invisible and its victim helps to:fashion

his own bends.

Rusniep. e
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that there is nothing to commemorate about the centennial
of the Emancipation Proclamation. But tragic disappointmenfs s
and undeserved defeats do not put an end to life, nor do
they wipe out the positive, however submerged it may have
become beneath floods of negative experience.

The Emancipation Proclamation had four enduring results.’

First, it gave force to the executive power to change conditions

gr‘g;ngu&;{-%he-sober—tmught W w J
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in the national interest on a broad and far-reaching scale.
Second, it dealt a devastating blow to a system of slave-
holding and an economy baaed upon it, which had been muscular
enough to engage in warfare on the Federal government, fﬁ
féreed .a_change Amuliich -the\ared\oR fenéuver enémits of \she-
Cohdtftation migbé.deploy Awas Limitdd, Third, it enabled
the Negro to play a significant’ role in his own liberation
with the ability to organize and to struggle, with less of
the bestial retaliation his slave status had permitted to
his masters, Fourth, it resurrected and restated the
principle of equality upon which the founding of the nation
rested.

When Abraham Lincoln signed the Emancipation
Proclamation it was not the act of an opportunistic politician
issuing a hollow pronouncement to placate a pressure group.

Our truly great presidents were tortured deep in

Jefferson with keen

thelr hearts by the race question. i
5 -4 a1 o oa ushd sl Negne .

stering sere of S1A00 Y ddailiheded
perception saw that hehimnpxalgky;«uhadav

e
e He feared for the future of

wrise qaster-yithn thellegro.
white children who were taught a false supremacy. His concern
can be summed up in one quotation, "I tremble for my country
when I reflect that God 1s just."

Lincoln's torments are well known, his vacillations
were facts, In the seething cauldron of !'62 and '63 Lincoln

was called the "Baboon President" in the Horth, and "coward",

assassin,, savages mibdbfet r\Aoféh/Ard Babidh)\hd A rGb1er
(Wﬂ‘me) South. Yet he searched his way to the

%w
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conclusions embodied in these words, "In giving freedom to
the slave we assure freedom to the free, honorable alike

in what we give and what we preserve." On this moral
foundation he personally prepared the first draft of the
Emancipation Proclamation, and to emphasize the declsiveness
of his course he called his cabinet together and declared

he was not seeking their advice as to its wisdom but only
suggestions on subject matter. Lincoln achleved immortality
because he issued the Emancipation Proclamation. His
hesitatlion had not stayed his hand when historic necessity
charted but one course.

fit for office, if he attempts to accommodate to injustice

No President can be great, or even

| to maintain his political balance.

] The Emancipation Proclamation shattered in one blow
the slave system, undermining the foundations of the economy
of the rebellious south; and guaranteed that no slave-holding
class, 1f permitted to exist in defeat, could prepare a new

and deadlier war after resusitation.
S

by the Negro upon which he immediately acted by deserting the

The Proclamation opened the door to self-liberation

plantations in the south and joining the Union armies in the

- north. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, seeing a regiment of

Negroes march through Beacon Street in Boston, wrote in his
diary, "An imposing sight, with something wild and strange
about it, like a dream., At last the North consents to let
the Negro fight for freedom.” Beyond the war years the grim

and tortured strugéle of Negroes to win their own freedom is
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an epic of battle against frightful odds, If we have
failed to do enough, 1t was not the will for freedom that

was weak, but the forces against us which were too strong.

from the

suffer the grossest corruption of truth. Americap

historiography itself™has been a victim of the dnresolved

r if it is to

race question and 1s yet bo be purged of erry
|oe scientific history.

The world significance“of theg’ Emancipation

Proclamation was colorfully described\ by another great

"It recognizes and g€ 2a
contest and placeg/the North on the\gide of Justice
the side of

January, 196 Le
American Anpfls, the Fourth of July was gre
éf January, when we consider it ih all
tions and bearings, 1is incomparably greater,
ad respect to the more political birth of
: the last concerns the national life and
acter and is to determine whether that life 3
shall be radiantly glorious with all hig
ackened

..

Emancipation Proclamation, its contributions and 1ts

We have spelled out a balance sheet of the

deficiencies which our lack of zeal permitted to find

expression.
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VD

e Vs iy

There is but one way to commemorate the Emancipation
Proclamation. That is to make its declaration of freedom real;
to reach back to the origins of our nation when our message of
equality electrified an unfree world, and reaffirm democracy
by deeds as bold and daring as the issuance of the Emancipation

Proclamation. ininar

We do not have as much time as the cautious and the

patidpt try to give us. We are not only living in a time of
cataclyagle change - we live in an era in which human rights &
skug-ug w~d$*14n;1Aﬂhtmkcqynau.ihuEnnurq [T
is the centwal worl msue.ha totally new political ooyt V9
has arisen from\the rubble and destruction of World War II.
A neutralist sectoX has established itself between the two
More than a billion people

contending camps of the world.

are in the neutralist arema and it is growing everywhere even
in the western hemisphere co%gring territory larger than our

own national boundaries. These\nations are neutral because

they do not trust the integrity of\East or West on the issue

M,,

Nthair ears. | In India, Indonesia, (;gn; and Brazil, to
mention but a few.s;é%qé(ﬂﬁibh’ﬁﬁﬁtﬁ@ﬁ -2
the right to vote has been exercised even by

Surupuudad
peasants in primitive villages still ringed by
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In Africa, Negroes have formed states, govern themselves

funetion in world tribunals with dignity and effectiveness,
The gimple fact is that the relative progress in undeveloped
sectora™gf the world in human rights races at jet speed, while
we atrain a horse and buggy for advancement. We are not
moving in the “World tempo of change. Worse still, as the
earth shrinks, tHxough commqgication revolutions, and the
nrkéfiﬁd Albany, Georgia flashes around
the globe, the world 1is coming more aware of our deficiencies.
r-highways, super-markets and

ntaad e e’
ence of 3

ains why more emerging

Floods of consumer goods, s
telestars do not obscure the ex
and this fact more than any other e
nations move away from us than toward u The touchstone is
not the sophistication of our industrial deviges, but our
commitment to freedom and equality. Without fa

are wedded to these truths, our power and strength
menace to other peoples and they will maintain their dibfance

until we have justifiled their confidence.

it A --,.._,‘:,‘,,{,‘._(eﬁ;;:;r&-
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The Negro will never cease his atruggle to commemorate

the Emancipation Proclamation by making his emancipation real.
If enough Americans in numbers and influence join him, the
nation we both labored to build may yet realize its glorious
dream.

There 18 too much greatness in our heritage to
tolerate the pettiness of race hate., The Declaration of
Independence and the Emancipation Proclamation deserve to

-~ INSERT
4 . ‘*—h‘?ﬂ‘
While rstressing the damage that racial injustice does to lage

dbroad, there is a more basic reason for grappling witl s problem.
1

?n the final analysis we must not seek to solw is problem merely

40 face a Communist vhallenge. We must seek to do it werely to

. dopeal to Asian and- African peopl In the final anaylsis, raecial
injustice must be uprooted 1 American society, because it is
e uprooted because it stands against all

It must be

morally wrong. It mus

of the noble prec s of our Hebﬁﬁic-Christian heritage.
done becauseMegregation substitutes mmim an I-it relationship for mmm

'relationship, and relegates persons to the status of things.

ere
rhmwwede~g"PFEAC moral challenge at thils Nour:

be done
t merely because it is diplomatically expedient, but because it is

fmorally compelling.
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live in sacred honor; many generations of Americans suffered,
bled and dled, confident that those who followed them would
preserve the purity of our ideals. Negroes have declared

they will die if need be for these freedom?; Ab?'

m mat enlist in a 6D

crusade finally to make the race question an ugly relic of
wWhan IRal ddarns, Ml

a dark past. Wben/the yhole geope pf Amgridad Yiberties

eqe/oglfas@es Fhig/fyeedopr }mvf.ﬁﬂ]/hhg Emancipation Proclamation

truly be commemorated in luminous glory, 96;!/&)‘;1:}(

8 fallen; but wrge me hot to
eration in a cause like the present."

®

“Jg are at on: of historyls awesome crossroads. Our technological

creatidty is almost boundless. e can build machines that think.

We can do¥ the landscapem with houses and super-highways teeming

We can now even destiroy our whole planet with nuclear
wrought
e possess. We havew distance and place time

DIED HERE). And our guided ballistic missiles

with cars.
weapons we al
and charge 77?7
have caused highwa¥s through the stratosphere. 1In short we have

the capacity to re-biNld our whole planet, filling it with luwxury

-- or we are capable of\destroying it totally. The shocking issue

of our age is that no one\can confidentally say which one we will do....
whether we will survive indded depends on whether we build moral walue
as fast and extensively as we\¢onstruct material things. The struggle

for @ivil rights is rooted in mdyal wvalles. As we phrsue our goals

3

rom the moral Smmdsemblepsm@iamm
5t all maintain faith in the

everywhere, everyone will benefit
awakening our movement compels. We
future, and believe that the American\Jream can and will become a
reality. This is my faith. I Enow tha®\dark days still lie ahead.
Gigantic mountains of opposition will sti{l stand before us. We will
encounter new setbacks, and some will still Rave to suffer persecution.
But Valley Forge was followed by Yorktown. Th mnu-nnhﬁnm persecution
of Christhans in ancient Rome was efficient and Waorough, and yet it

resulted in total failure.
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CONCLUSION

Martin Luther King
EP Dinner / NYC
September 12
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OMMM in this universe that justifies William
Cullen Bryant saying, "Truth crushed to earth will rise again.”
This is the faith that will carry us on. And with this -:f'a.ith we
will be able to adjourn the councils of despair, and bring new
light into the dark chambers of -chmsmsim pessimism. We will be
able to transform the jangling discords o:;' our nation into a
beautiful symphony of brotherhood. This is the faith that will
+help us solve the problem. We have a long, long way to go before
it is solved. But all of us can at least think of the fact that
we have made some strides.

And so I close by quoting the words of an old Negro slave
preacher who didn't quite have his grammar right but uttered words
of great solemn profundity, in the form of a prayer:

"Lord, we ain't what we oughta be. We ain't what we want to
be. We ain't what we goin' to be. But, thank God, we ain't what

we wuz,"

000






